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Do you have any actual information?

Committee meeting, where our paramilitary activities were in

810 First Strset, 5.5, Washingtsn, D.C. 20003

off period?
Mr., Halpern. 'Siﬁply.ﬁécause,nobbdy knew‘which;Wayfahything
was going to go on Cuba once it came out that Oswald was

connected in some tangential.way with something to do with

Cuba, and things just got held, period.
Mr. Johnston. Do you have any - what is the reason for
your statement that there may have been a cooling offvperiod?

Mr. Halpern. No, except what later developed in the 303

effect held, then. We were going to take a look, which is

something we have been taking a look at for a long time ourselveps.

Mr. Johnston. And you associate the hold-down of parahilia*

activitiésuwith what, the Kennedy aésaséination or the new
: N
President?

Mr., Halpern. i think the new President taking a look at
what we were doing oﬁ Cuba,.and that the paramilitary activitiés
were not havxng the desired effect, and I think as I testxfled
before, we on the task force, both undey Harvey and under
Fitzgerald, kept saying this ain't the way to do it, but we
kept on doing it.

Mr. Johnston. Finally, do you know, Or were you presént

in any'discussions in December 1963 in the course of this

apparent policy review about AMLASH and what should be done

Y
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‘and the meetings would have just been Fitzgerald, the case officpr
and me, probably, or- Fltzgerald and the case officer, because

as far as I know, the Deputy, Bruce Cheever, was not 1involved
in the AMLASH activity.: '

Mr. Johnston. Was.thefe,ahy concérﬁ,at the time by
Mr. Fitzgeiald or the casé‘officer éboﬁt whét happened to the
poison pen?

Mr, Halpern. -Not -~ that may have been when I was led
to believe that he didn't take it, and when.I asked what happenél
to it, I don't remember what kind of an answer I got.

Mr. Johnston. Were you concerned about what happened to
the pen? |

Mr. Halpern. No, because it wouldn't have been useful
for anybody. You know, if somebody found that pen on the
stréet, if.it had been thrown away, they wouldn't use it as
a pen. It couldn't have been used as a pen.

Mr. Johnston. Wwhat if AMLASH had taken the pen with him?

Mr. Halpern. I think if he took the pen with him, if he
was going to use it, he would have had a complete change of
heart.v |
As he téld ﬁhe case officer, he thought it was silly and
it wouldn't work, and if he took it, I don't knéw why he would

take it. He wasn't going to use it.
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.fautomation, if AMLASH had taken the pen with him? f .

Mr. Halpern. No, no, because if he wanted to get rid

,of Castro he w0uld have gone ahead and gotten rid of Castro

:anyway, whethe:»xénnedyrwas'assassinateq,or;not.qvlf‘he was
goling to have a coup; he was‘gping to have a coup. Thé fact
that he didn't -~ the pen didn't surface at ﬁis trial leads
me to believe that he either -~ A, he didn't take the pen, or
B, Lf he took it, he didn't use it, he threw it away.

Mr. Johnston. You were ?resent at the time and i was not.

Let mé juétvput to you the fact that if AMLASH had
possession of that pen, CIA was in a very compromiging
position.

Mr. Halpern. Not rrue. He couldn't prove that CIA
gave it to him.

Mr., Johnstoﬁ. Although he coula identify the case oﬁficer.

Mr. Halpern. No, he couldn’'t. The ;gée officer was
under some kind of a pseudonym.

Mr. Johnston. But he could identify him by face.

Mr. Halperﬁ. Well, he'd have a diffiéult time trying'to
find him, coming up Qith a drawing, a police =--

Mr. Johnston. And he could idéntify Mr. Fitzgerald who
he met a month béfore as the Attorney General's personal

representative.
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‘go through the whole office and couldn t_find thatfface.

I don't think the CIA was on the hot spot.v I don' £ think the

CIA was under. .any kind of problem unless they stood everybody

hup in a police line.

Senatorchhweiker; Well, refresh hyvreoollecéion; Where
did he meet Eitzgerald? '

Mr. Halpern. 1In Paris.

Senator Schweiker. The month before.

Mr. Halpern. In October, yes, sirj not in November.

Mr. Johnston. And you indicate there was'no concern
whatsoever.

Mr. ﬂalpern; Well, I didn't have any concern. I don’t‘
know about cther people, but I didn’'t have any concern.

Mr. Johnston. That any attempt to investigate Castro and

Castro's motivation vis-a-vis Kennedy might be very difficult

if AMLASH had kept the pen.

Mr. Halpern. No, I didn't. ‘As I say, the fact that the
pen never su:faoed in the course of the trial -- it was a bio
show ﬁrial as I remember. It was an indication to mevthat A,
he didn't take it, ond if my initial information was correce,
or B, if he did take it, he didn't use it and threw it away,
because not much was made of the pen as a pen,'and I could

see them making all kinds of publicity gimmické out of that if t
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:playing with the Anti Castro activities at the time? I am a

_little puzzled just as. to why the role was even there at all in

»what they were doing..;_

Army intelligence, of what mission they had?-

just your recollection, what kind of a role was Army intelligench

What existed then that doea not exiat now in terms of

Mr. Halpern. Army'intéliigence was to get tactical or
stra;egic inteliigence froﬁ clandestine sources, and they were.
in there trying to do as much as they could, getting'inﬁelligence
on Cuba and what the Soviets might be dqing on Cuba.

Mr. Johnston. But if they were wofking with a group
such as Aléha 66, it was more, it‘would get into the paramilitarly
covert field, would it not? ' o

Mr. Halpern. It would.

Senator Schweiker. Who would have been directing that
Army intelligence setup at that time?

.Mr. Halpern. I don't remember who it was, and I don't
remember who the chief of the ihtelligence unit was ét that
time, and again, they may have been deaiing with Alpha 66
forlintelligence purposes, and Alpha 66 could have been using
some of that money that they got for paramilitary. |

éenator Schweiker. For parahilitary purposes.

Mr. Halpern. In other words, I'm not saying the Army had
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' Senator SChweiker. But;they could.ﬁave‘been using‘tﬁem
for intelligence purposes and notlfor paramilitary'purposes.
Mr. Ha;pern. That 8 correct, butleven‘intelligen e
purposes,-— and this 15 one of the reasons why we"fioaily offere;

the Army to run our boats with their agents, put our agents
aboard; 80 that the Army wouldn't have to A,.create its own
‘capability, or use Alpha 66 or any other kind of boats in the
‘area, so that they would have a source of boats, namely, us.
Senator Schweiker. 1In other words, you eventually worked

out an agreement with them?

Mr. Halpern. O©Oh, sure, we worked with them.. As 1 say,
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we helped --
~ Senator SChwoiker. When would that hove been? - When did
the agreement come out, roughly?
Mr. Halpern. Oh, '63, '64, something 1ike that.

Senator Schweiker. And this was to avoid duplication and

overlap?
Mr. Halpern. Overheating areas.
Seoator Schweiker. And your deal was to provioo what?
Mr. Halpern. We provided radios, radio training, ano alse
ferry service.

Senator Schweiker. The boats.

810 First Street, S.E., Washington, D.C. 20003

Mr. Halpern. The boats.
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Mx:‘.">Ii;:\‘liae-arn.'‘-_':'I‘}‘i:a\t;_'':'-':i.é'..cor;:;e'ct._~ The§ got some,intelligence
out of the operations, too, just as we did.

Senator SChwelker.; Well, in those operations did they do
some paramilitary work or not?

H,M Halpetn.. Not that I know of.

_Senator Schweiker. Primarily intelligence.:

Mr. Halpern. Primérily inte;ligence, yes, sir.

Senator Schwelker. ‘bo you recall this famous picture of
the guy entering the embassy in Mexico City that nobody caﬁ
identify?

Mr. Halpern. (Nods in the affirmative.)

Senator Schweiker. What's your recollection of what happenpd
sthere?

Was he ever identified? Did they ever find ==

Mr. Halpern. Not that I know of. I remember we kicked
this around in bull'sessions and lunches and what have you, but
how and when and where and why, wé never came up with any
answers. |

Senator Schweiker. Ahd do you have recollection of the lie
detector test that was given to the Nicafaguan, AlQarado, as
éo whether or not he in fact was lying or telling the truth
aboﬁt $6500 going from a black Cuban to Oswald, AlVarada?

Mr. Halpern. No, sir, I don't have any recollection of tha
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iand how it operates.” And they tested it on hi'

fto pe tested.A And they gav ’him.a box, a littl

bbx.with a key in-it;{ana,they said, take thef--

took the key out and he held it in his hand. fﬁnd;éﬁén_the

question is, ware you given a.box with a kef inlitfl.Aﬁd"not
a blip. Did you take the key ot of the box? ' No. ‘ﬁqi a
blip,. and so on.. <

So the use of the polygraph is a tool, it's an extra file
check, it's an extra drawer that you have to 1ook in, but it
is not the be all and end all of all questions.'

I méan,'I saw this happen.

Senator Schweiker. So you are a disbeliever.

Mr. Halpern. 1 am a believer in that as long Ss you use
iﬁ as another file check ana not as the answer, and‘this‘is th
people say he's on poiygraph, he's off the polygraph. That
is fine. VYou've got to use it, but don't believe everything
that comes off of that.

And these polygraph operators have 1e§rned a lot since
them. Wha; I'm talking about goeg-back to about 1950, and in
20 odd years they have learned a lot in terms of trying to

equate a persons mores, his social background, his upbringing,
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‘rates and so on, and people can be trained.ﬁnnlnéljx5'?

cases whete'Sovie_'agents dispatched,fromiih Soviet‘ nion ‘have

passed through polygraphs jus£ like.a breeze, no problem;~
. So it can be done. And it is a matter of = well, the
Hindus have been able to control their breathing and respiratlon

S0 when you mention something about a Nicaragnnn néing
on a polygraph, it just brought back to mind that'’ s not the
only thing that you have to look at; |
| Mr.- Johnston. ,What'abbut the other side? 1If the polygraph
indicates deception, I assume you put more réliability on
that,

Mr. Halpern. No, not necessarily, not necessarily. ‘At
least I dont, and I'h no polygraph operator, but not ne;essarilz.
To me it is an important check and it should be done, but
it has no greater weight or no lesser weight than good human
sources or donuments.

Senator Schweiker., Well, we wan£ to thank you, Sam.

We think you have béen very helpful, and we certainly
appreciate it. Nice seeing you again.

(Whefeupon, ap 11:25 o'clock a.m., the hearing in the

above-entitled'matter was concluded.)
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Memorandum For: Clerk, :
Senate Select Committea on -
Intelligence Accivitiea :

';Sdbjgct: . Correctionu to Transcripc of

Testimony ‘of Mr.. Samuel Halpern'
given on 22 April 1976

The following is a 1ist of corrections to the tranacript of
ry testimony given on 22 April 1976, -

3 1. 17 "FitzGerald" vice "Fitzgerald"
1. 24 ditto !

20 ditto
ditto
ditto

"Mr King, J. C. King" vice "Mr. Cane, J. €. Cane"
"owning" vice "holding"

add "Hr. Halpern" at beginning of line as
responding to query of Senator Schwelker at
end of p. 12,

"was actually to take" vice “was to take
actually )

"FitzGerald" vice "Fitzgerald"

ditto
"Agency's" vice "Agenciea
"FitzGerald" vice "Fitzgerald"

ditto
ditto

ditto

ditto

ditto

ditto
-ditto

"put" vice "start”




"geriously” vice "series"
"1\1" Vice "on" .
'"kenﬁ.viée "ehin" 4
"FitzCerald” vice "Pitigerald'

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

ditto
ditte
ditto

Tyhere" vice "when"
YrirzCerald" vice "Fitzgerald”
ditto

A ditto
ditto

ditto
ditto

ditto
"Ken" vice "King"
“rirzCerald” vice "Fitzgerald”
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5, .

ditto
"1“" vice "on'l
2 and 3 should read "...the Technical Services
’ Division which was down there..." or

delete the word "was" on line 3

"FitzGerald" vice "Fitzgerald"
ditto

"ﬁarelius" vice "Morelius"v
"pitzCerald" vice "Fitzgerald"
ditto

ditto
ditte




- the? word "automation" is obviousiy

incorrect )
. WpiczGerald" vice "Fitzgerald" and *whom!

“vice "who'

,?:.;:?3155'1; 3 " npiezCerald” vice "Fitzgerald”

5?}355:1{f7 " epede" vice "our”
1. 9 Moy B use" vice "or use”

?,‘60 1. 23 - "then" vice "then"

Sl frlpec_

Samuel Halpe

2202 Popkins Lane .
Alexandria, Virginia 22307
765-1388
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